Gallbladder emptying in patients with primary achalasia.
Being more evident that primary achalasia is not confined to the esophagus and that it may involve other organs in the digestive tract, gallbladder emptying was ultrasonographically evaluated in 10 patients affected with primary achalasia and in 10 controls. An intravenous cerulein infusion was used to induce gallbladder contraction. Eight out of 10 achalasic patients had a lower gallbladder emptying, and 6 out of 10 had a markedly delayed gallbladder emptying compared with the controls. Achalasic patients, taken as a whole, showed a significantly lower and delayed mean gallbladder emptying when compared with the controls. Such a finding confirms the possible extra-esophageal extension of primary achalasia. In this study, the hypothesis of impaired cholinergic gallbladder innervation in primary achalasia is discussed.